
 

This year our annual appeal letter was sent out in December 2019. Your 

support through this letter has been very positive.  We need everyone to 

know that your financial support helps keep a library in our community.   

With your help we are able to provide computers and internet access for 

those among us who do not have this at home.  We provide books and 

digital materials, a gathering place and an information center in our 

community, homework help, early literacy programs, informational 

programs for adults, access to our catalog with the materials of 33 

libraries, copy and fax capability, DVDs, a place for AARP tax services, 

used books at low prices, school library services for homeschoolers and 

more.  Thank you! 

 Gifts were given to the library in memory of: 

Mary C. Gavin, June Liese, Colleen McCarty, Mary Ellen Mitchell, Ida 

Shearer and Dorothy Stevens. 

 

Friends of the Library:  Our Friends group had another successful year.   

We had a dinner at Ransom Steel in February, wrapped books at Barnes 

and Noble in December, and sponsored “Dinner Out”, a daily restaurant 

gift certificate.  

This year our Friends provided the library with $1000 worth of children’s 

books as well another American Girl doll.   

Our group is interested in doing some “giving back to the community” 

projects.  

The Book Barn is another ongoing fundraiser for this group. 
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Highlights of 2019  

Board and Director Accomplishments and Projects  

This year, our construction project occurred in October. We decided to 

have a pavilion built.  We had received $13,000 dollars from 

Assemblyman Christopher Friend in 2018.  We used that money as well 

as some money that was not used to build the big room.   

We had a holiday event on December 7th; in part to show the public our 

new pavilion.  It was the biggest event that we have ever had and we 

received many wonderful, positive comments.  

This year was a big year of staff changes.  A number of employees 

resigned for various reasons.   

Our library offers NY State Park passes now. 

Hoopla is not being offered through the Finger Lakes Library System any 

longer but the Apalachin Library Board is still offering it to our patrons. 

The Cruty Garden was improved this year by adding lighting and trellises 

for future planting.  This project should be done in the spring of 2020. 

Our flagpole was destroyed by a motorcyclist.  It has been replaced.  

  

Library Programming and Services:  

Book discussion groups: We had two books groups this year meeting 

monthly.  Two groups discussed general fiction and one discussed 

mysteries. 

Summer Reading:  The NYS theme last summer was “A Universe of 

Stories”.  Our library held twice-weekly preschool programs around this 

theme.  We also offered our Reader’s Club, Four Family Night programs 

on Thursdays in July, an American Girl program, STEAM, a Harry Potter 

Program, Teen Trivia, and our adult summer reading program.  This 

summer reading program was funded by the Town of Owego and the 

Rosen Fund. 

Early Literacy: (Story hour) programs were held on Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings most weeks of the year.  The programs work on the six early 

literacy skills incorporating reading, crafts, songs, finger plays and 

American Sign Language.               

Sewing Lessons: we offered for beginners.  Several classes were held. 

Mahjongg lessons began in June.  This popular game is being played 

every week here at the library. 

Adult programming:  This year programs included: a SOUPer bowl 

program, a diaper drive in honor of Prince Harry and Megan Markles 

baby, a Star Wars program, and apron program, a Get Caught Reading, 

we celebrated National Pretzel Day, we had a Downton Abbey program, 

and weekly yoga. 

Children’s special programming:   

Besides our early literacy programs and summer reading we offer 

Reading Buddies all year to help children practice reading.   

We also had a Mother/Daughter tea, a Halloween Party, and a monthly 

LEGO program, a Valentine card making program, Find the shamrock, win 

a prize, and a Star Wars program.  Daisy Girl Scouts began meeting. 

During the summer our LEGO program turned into a STEAM program. 

 

Grants:  Every year the library director applies for several operating 

grants to support programming and the needs of the community.  The 

following grants were awarded in 2019: 

    Rotary of Owego granted us $500 for children’s books 

    The Rosen Fund gave us $1500 for our summer reading program. 

    The Truman Foundation granted us $11,000 for air conditioning units 

     Tioga County Senior Citizens granted us $500 for books on CD. 

     Visions FCU granted us $500 for children’s books 

      

 

       

 

   

  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


