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It’s cold outside! Our library is once again 

collecting donations of hats, mittens and 

scarves to give away. If you are looking 

for a project, please consider this one.  

If you are a person who enjoys knitting 

and crocheting, you are invited to a new craft group to enjoy the 

company of others with the same interests. We will meet on the 

last Tuesday of the month at 1 pm starting on January 31st.  

Our book discussion groups will be meeting  

together on December 15th at 1 pm for a special 

holiday party. Please read The Redbird Christmas 

by Fannie Flagg– place a hold in the catalog for 

yourself or ask us to do it for you. We also have a 

few copies in the library. If you are not in a book 

discussion group but would like to attend, please 

do!  

Refreshments will be served and we’ll talk about the book.  

Please RSVP. 

Preschool Story Time will continue through December 22nd. 

After a holiday break, we will begin again on January 3 and 5.  

Baby Story time is Thursday mornings at 10 am each week. 

This program is geared towards very young children.  

YOGA IS BACK!  We will offer yoga classes on 

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm  beginning January 2nd.  

Sheehan diMichiei Shotwell will be returning as our 

instructor.  

As many of you know, our Annual Appeal letter went out in  

October. We are very grateful to everyone who has chosen to 

support our library again this year. Without your generous  

support we wouldn’t be able to provide you with the kind of library 

services that our community needs. If you didn’t receive a letter 

and would like to donate to the library please do.  

Our Featured Author for December is Craig Johnson who is 

an American author who writes mystery novels. He is best known 

for his Sheriff  Walt Longmire novel series. The books are set in 

northern Wyoming where Longmire is sheriff of the fictional coun-

ty of Absaroka. The series debuted in 2004 and as of September 

2021, Johnson has written 18 novels, two novellas, and many 

short stories featuring Longmire. Some of the novels have been 

on the NY Times Best Sellers List. In 2012, Warner Hori-

zon adapted the main characters and the Wyoming settings of 

the novels for a television series. Johnson lives at a ranch where 

he built a residence in the small town of Ucross, Wyoming—

popula- tion 25. 

 

 



Our Empire Passes have been renewed for another year. Don’t 

forget to borrow them. We also still have our passes to the Ithaca 

Science Center and the Museum of the Earth. Borrow these 

too! Good things to do while the kids are home during the holi-

days. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated books. We have re-

ceived some wonderful donations of children’s books, junior 

books and adult fiction that are on our library shelves. If you are 

thinking of donating books, please remember: We do not take  

encyclopedias, text books, worn and soiled books, or condensed 

books.  

Join us on Saturday, December 3rd from 10 am– 12 pm for  

“A Warm Welcome to the Library”  

You will receive a free new winter coat, sneakers, 

and a book. Children’s sizes 2-18 in coats and kids 

sizes 1-5 in shoes while 

supplies last. Children must be present to properly 

size coats and shoes! You can also register for a 

library card and enjoy crafts and activities. 

This event is sponsored by the Vestal Elks Lodge #2508! Thank 

you Vestal Elks. 

AARP will be doing taxes at our library in 2023. They will be work-

ing on Wednesdays again. Please look for more information in the 

next newsletter. We do not know the start date yet.  

The library will be closed  

Saturday, December 24th and  

Monday, December 26th. We  

will reopen Tuesday, December 27th. 

 

We will be closed Saturday, December 31st  

and Monday, January 2nd. We will reopen 

Tuesday, January 3rd.  

Christmas Tree Trivia!          
The first decorated Christmas was in Riga, Latvia in 

1510. 

Christmas trees have been sold commercially in the 

United States since about 1850. Until fairly recently, 

all Christmas trees came from the forest. 

In 1856 Franklin Pierce, the 14th President of the United States, was the 

first President to place a Christmas tree in the White House. 

Thirty-four to thirty-six million Christmas trees are produced each year 

and 95 percent are shipped or sold directly from Christmas tree farms. 

In the United States, there are more than 21,000 Christmas tree grow-

ers. 

More than 1,000,000 acres of land have been planted to Christmas 

trees. 

A Christmas tree decoration was once banned by the government; tinsel 

contained lead at one time, now it’s made of plastic. 

The best selling trees are Scotch pine, Douglas fir, Noble fir, Fraser fir, 

Virginia pine, Balsam fir and white pine. 

Teddy Roosevelt banned the Christmas tree from the White House for 

environmental reasons. 

An acre of Christmas trees provides for the daily oxygen requirements of 

18 people. 

California, Oregon, Michigan, Washington, Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and 

North Carolina are the top Christmas tree producing states. 

In 1979, the National Christmas Tree was not lighted except for the top 

ornament. This was done in honor of the American hostages in Iran. 

In 1900, large stores started to erect big illuminated Christmas trees. 

Thomas Edison’s assistant, Edward Johnson, came up with the idea of 

electric lights for Christmas trees in 1882. 


