
This year our annual appeal letter was sent out on August 17, 2015. Your 

support through this letter has been very positive.  We need everyone to 

know that your financial support helps keep a library in our community.   

With your help we are able to provide computers and internet access for 

those among us who do not have this at home.  We provide books and 

digital materials, a gathering place and an information center in our 

community, homework help, early literacy programs, informational 

programs for adults, access to our catalog with the materials of 33 

libraries, copy and fax capability, DVDs, a place for AARP tax services, 

used books at low prices, school library services for homeschoolers and 

more.  Thank you! 

 Gifts were given to the library in memory of: 

Babcock, Emery Jr Lane, Jamie 
Bixby, Phil McGuane, Jim 
Campbell, Ron McQueeney, Nancy 
Chase, Joshua and Jonathan Moore, Joyce 
Cruty, Irene Shaughnessy, Jerry 
Dambal, Motilal V Siegers, Jennifer 
Deopuria, Ramesh H. MD Soper, Elvira 
Duckett, Jim and Leona Taylor, Robert Sr. 
Fitzgerald, Helen  
Griffin, Mary Ellen  
Hall, Jay  
Keefer, Mary  
  

 

A gift in honor of Arden and Alice Thomas was also given. 
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Highlights of 2015  

Board and Director Accomplishments and Projects  

The Apalachin Library Board asked voters to approve $12,444 in income 

for the Apalachin Library.  Again this amount was approved showing us 

how much the public values our programs and services.   

 Repair was done to the front corner of the foundation, several trees 

were removed or trimmed, and work on updating the electrical wiring in 

the library was accomplished. The lighting in the children’s room was 

upgraded and we replaced our badly worn American Flag. 

 Last year a new fund was set up by the Cruty family in memory of Irene 

Cruty.  This year the board worked with the Cruty family to make plans 

for the use of the funds.  Large print books have been purchased and 

$1000 was spent on backpacks and school supplies that were distributed 

to children in need by DSS in Owego.  Plans for a memorial garden have 

begun. 

The board is considering the idea of adding another room onto the 

library in October.  Thanks to the computer skills of John Fallon, we were 

able to picture the room and realize what its impact could be for the 

community.  With the board feeling favorably about adding the room, 

preliminary investigation has begun to see what this project would entail.  

Fred Strauss has agreed to be the project’s manager.  The purpose of the 

room would be to house our nonfiction and young adult collections, 

provide more computers for patrons, provide more quiet work space, 

and encourage programming such as gaming.   

Library Programming and Services:  

Book discussion groups:  Three book discussion groups have been 

meeting every month until March when the group called Tea and Tales 

stopped meeting because of lack of interest.    

Summer Reading:  The NYS theme last summer was “Every Hero Has a 

Story”.  Our library held twice weekly preschool programs around this 

theme.  We also offered our Reader’s Club, Four Family Night programs 

on Thursdays in July, and our adult summer reading program.  This 

summer reading program was funded by the Town of Owego. 

Early Literacy: (Story hour) programs were held on Tuesday and Thursday 

mornings most weeks of the year.  The programs work on the six early 

literacy skills incorporating reading, crafts, songs, finger plays and 

American Sign Language.               

Knitting Lessons: Many people are taking advantage of our knitting 

classes.  Unfortunately we need more instructors.  We will be looking for 

more help since this seems to be so large and popular. 

Adult programming:  This year we hosted a two part gardening program 

in the spring, and had two local author visits.  

Children’s special programming:   

Besides our early literacy programs and summer reading we offer 

Reading Buddies all year to help children practice reading.   

We also had our tea parties for young ladies, an American Girl program, a 

Dr. Seuss’ birthday program, a Halloween Party and an ornament making 

workshop. 

Grants:  Every year the library director applies for several operating 

grants to support programming and the needs of the community.  The 

following grants were awarded in 2015: 

    BOOKS grant:  $1000 for children’s programming and $300 for books. 

    Floyd Hooker grant: $1500 for children’s materials.                      

    The Truman Foundation granted us $1000 as a discretionary grant.  We           

were able to purchase 10 new folding chairs, Cases for Books on CD and 

a pamphlet rack for our lobby. 

Friends of the Library:  Our Friends group had another successful year.  

They ran our Fireman’s Field Days booth, had a dinner at the Blue 

Dolphin Restaurant, a Barnes and Noble book fair and gift wrapping day 

in December and of course, the Book Barn.  We thank President, Janet 

Thomas for her leadership this year.   

 

       



 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 


